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among them.1 w This extract may be compared with the
one about the Kannadigas quoted above. Thus it appears
that the Dravidian civilisation all over the south was
essentially similar at the time when the Aryan immigration
took place. AH the same, people belonging to the different
branches of the Dravidian family, speaking Telugu,
Kannada and Tamil were evolving different forms for each,
particularly in respect of language, so that they were to
receive the same Aryan culture in different moulds of
civilized life. For instance* the early Tamilian was more
advanced than any other of his group in point of language
and literature. A study of the Kannada and Tamil
languages also makes it clear that Kannada is more in-
fluenced by Sanskrit than Tamil in respect of vocabulary
and structure. This means that Kannada was less deve-
loped than Tamil when it received the impact of Sanskrit*
As a rule, the less developed a language and a people are,
the more amenable to outside influence they are. Thus it is
reasonable to conclude that the Kannada people had
reached a stage of development in cultural life which was
both common to and different from that of the other
Dravidian people before they came in contact with the
Aryan immigrants in the South. The Aryan contact proved
to be a great force in as much as it shaped and stabilised
the racial and cultural individuality of the Kannada people
and made them conscious of the possibilities of a much more
progressive culture, arising out of the Kannada language
and the Kannada tradition in conjunction with Aryan
influence.
1 Caldwell:   Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian
Languages, p. 114*